
191

Southwark, 3 to Camberwell, 2 to Bethnal Green, and 2
to Bermondsey. The 13 fatal cases of scarlet fever were
also equal to only one-third of the corrected average
number; of these 13 deaths, 2 belonged to Wandsworth
and 1 to each of eleven other boroughs. The 61 deaths
from diphtheria slightly exceeded the corrected average
number, and included 8 in Islington, 5 in Lambeth, and 4
each in St. Pancras, Hackney, Shoreditch, and Poplar. The
37 fatal cases of whooping-cough were 31 fewer than the
corrected average number ; of these 7 belonged to Southwark,
6 to Poplar, 5 to Lambeth, 4 to Stepney, and 4 to Deptford.
The 12 deaths from enteric fever, of which 2 belonged to
Poplar, showed a decline of 7 from the corrected average
number. The greatest proportional mortality from diarrhoea
and enteritis among children under two years of age was
recorded last month in St. Pancras, Shoreditch, Stepney,
Lambeth, Battersea, and Wandsworth. In conclusion, it

may be stated that the aggregate mortality in London last
month from the principal infectious diseases (excluding
diarrhoea) was nearly 49 per cent. below the average.

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
Colonel M. W. Kerin, C B., principal medical officer of the
Seventh (Meerut) Division, has joined at Meerut Canton-
ment from Mussooree. Lieutenant-Colonel C. Birt has been
appointed a Member of the Army Medical Advisory Board as
Expert in Tropical Diseases, vice Colonel Sir David Bruce.

. Lieutenant-Colonel M. L. Hearn, senior medical officer,
Ceylon, has been selected for the higher rate of pay under
Article 317 of the Royal Warrant. Lieutenant-Colonel
R. L. R Macleod has arrived home from India on com-

pletion of his tour of foreign service. Lieutenant-Colonel
S. Westcott, C. M G., lately commanding the station hospital
at Chakrata, has been appointed in charge of the Military
Hospital at Edinburgh. Lieutenant-Colonel S. Hickson has
arrived home from Wynberg. Lieutenant-Colonel T. B.
Winter has taken over charge of the Military Hospital at
Colchester and command of No. 9 Company, Royal Army
Medical Corps. Lieutenant-Colonel F. J. Morgan has been
detailed for duty on board the transport s.s. Plassy leaving
Bombay for Southamptom on March 13th. Lieutenant-
Colonel 0. C. Reilly has been placed under orders for a tour
of service with the Southern Army in India, and on arrival
will be appointed to command the Station Hospital at
Colaba.

Major F. S. Irvine has been selected to succeed Brevet-
Lieutenant-Oolonel A. P. Blenkinsop as Assistant Commandant
at the Royal Army Medical College, London. Major A. C.
Fox has been ordered to join the Irish Command on Feb. lst,
and on arrival will be appointed to the Dublin District for
duty. Major W. Hallaran, from Jhansi, has taken over

charge of the Station Hospital at Chakrata. Major G. S.
McLoughlin, D.S.O., has been selected to hold charge of the
Military Hospital, Golden Hill. Major M. Boyle has been
posted to Jersey for duty. Major 0. S. Smith, from Mul-
lingar, has been placed under orders to embark for a tour of
service in India. Major J. C. Jameson has been appointed
in charge of the Surgical Division at the Royal Herbert
Hospital, Woolwich. Major C W. H. Whitestone has been
transferred from Cherat to Peshawar as Staff Officer of
Medical Mobilisation Stores. Major F. J. W. Porter, D.S.O.,
has taken up duty at Reading. Major H. B. Fawcus has
been taken on the strength of the London District on taking
up the appointment of Assistant Professor of Hygiene at the
Royal Army Medical College, in succession to Major C. F.
Wanhill, placed under orders for a tour of service in India.
Major J. M. Cuthbert, from Edinburgh, has taken up duty at
Leith. Major J. Cowan has been placed under orders to

embark for India on Feb. 29th. Major A. J. MacDougall,
from Ceylon, has been appointed for duty in the Belfast
District.

Captain H. C. Sidgwick, from Jamaica, has been posted to
the London District. Captain R. H. MacNichol has taken up
duty at the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich, as Specialist
in Dermatology and Venereal Diseases. Captain H. T.
Stack, serving at Belfast, has been placed under orders to
embark for a tour of service in India. Captain V. T.
Carruthers has been placed under orders to join the Cork 
District on Jan..19th. Captain 0. levers, from Wynberg, t

has been appointed to Dublin for duty. Captain F. E.
Rowan-Robinson, from Norwich, has embarked for a tour of
service in Bermuda. Captain W. C. Nimmo, in charge of
the Cantonment General Hospital at Chakrata, has been
detailed for duty on board the transport s.s. Plassy, which
left Bombay for Southampton on Jan. llth. Captain H. L.
Howell, in charge of the Brigade Research Laboratory at
Ahmednagar, has been granted eight months’ leave of absence
home from India. Captain E. W. Powell, from Aden, has
been appointed to Cork district for duty. Captain V. H.
Symons, from Bloemfontein, has taken up duty at Belfast.
Captain A. H. Jacob has been transferred from the Second
(Rawal Pindi) Division to the Third (Lahore) Division.

Captain W. Egan, from Rangoon, has been granted eight
months’ leave of absence, with permission to revert to the
Home Establishment on expiration thereof.

Lieutenant H. Gall has been transferred from Simla to
Ambala for duty at the Station Hospital. Lieutenant 0. W.

McSheehy and Lieutenant H. F. Joynt have embarked for a
tour of service in South Africa. Lieutenant T. J. Hallinan,
from Cork, has taken up duty in the Dublin District.
Lieutenant J. Gilmour, from Devonport, has taken up special
duty under the Foreign Office.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
Colonel F. C. Reeves has arrived home on leave of absence

from India. Colonel H. Hendley, principal medical officer
of the Sirhind and Jullundur Brigades, Third (Lahore)
Division, has taken up duty at Army Headquarters, Simla, as
Deputy Principal Medical Officer, His Majesty’s Forces in
India. Lieutenant-Colonel J. Penny, Bengal Presidency,
has returned to India on completion of his furlough. The
services of Major W. E. McKechnie have been placed at the
permanent disposal of the Government of the United Pro-
vinces. Major D. H. F. Cowan has taken up duty as Civil
Surgeon at Shahpur. Major C. R. Pearse has been appointed
Civil Surgeon at Maymyo during the absence on special
military duty of Lieutenant-Colonel A. 0. Evans. The
services of Major N. P. O’Gorman Lalor have been
placed permanently at the disposal of the Government
of Burma for employment in the Civil Medical Department.
Major C. B. PraU, superintendent of the Central Prison at
Bareilly, has been granted 11 months’ leave of absence home
from India. Major S. Anderson has been permitted to
extend his furlough. Major J. Mulvany, on return from
leave, has been appointed Superintendent of the Central Jail
at Kalighat, Calcutta. Major C. Hudson has been granted
18 months’ furlough home from India.

Captain R. T. Wells, officiating civil surgeon at Dera Ghazi
Khan, has been appointed Plague Medical Officer at Rohtak,
in :succession to Captain S. B. Mehta, whose services have
been placed at the disposal of the Government of India,
Department of Education. Captain S. H. Lee-Abbott, civil
surgeon at Dalhousie, has been selected for appointment as
Civil Surgeon at Ferozepore. Captain W. W. Jeudwine,
officiating civil surgeon at Multan, has taken up duty as
Plague Medical Officer at Rawal Pindi. Captain D. N.
Anderson has arrived home on leave of absence from India.
Captain J. A. Cruikshank has been appointed to the Bac-

teriological Department and his services placed temporarily
at the disposal of the Madras Government. Captain G. C. L.
Kerans has taken up duty as Specialist in Ophthalmology to
the Eighth (Lucknow) Division. Captain W. D. A. Keys has
been appointed to officiate as Civil Surgeon at Karwar.

Captain F. W. Sumner, officiating civil surgeon at Shahja-
hanpur, has been transferred to Fategarh. Captain G. S.
Husband has been attached to the Jail Department in the
Punjab. Captain J. C. G. Kunhart has been appointed
permanently to the Bacteriological Department.

Lieutenant A. L. Sheppard has been appointed to the
medical charge of the 122od Rajputana Infantry. Lieutenant
V. P. Norman has arrived home on leave of absence from
India. Lieutenant K. K. Makerji has been appointed
Specialist in the Prevention of Disease at Kohat. Lieutenant
J. H. T. Morgan has taken up duty at Cawnpore as Officiating
Medical Officer to the 9th Hodson’s Horse during the absence
of Captain C. W. F. Melville, who is on active service with
the Abor expedition on the North-East Frontier.

SCALE OF FEES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
MEDICAL OFFICERS IN INDIA.

Revised regulations have been promulgated by the Home
Department of the Government of India regarding the scale
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of fees for professional services to native chiefs and Indian
nobles to be charged by medical officers of Government. The

following are the more important clauses :-1. An officer is
entitled to demand or receive such fees as may be arranged
between himself and the person employing him, provided that
he does not without the special permission of the local
Government, obtained as provided below, demand or receive
in addition to his travelling expenses a higher fee than
Rs. 500 (.633 6s. 8d.) a day for the first three days and
Rs. 250 (&pound;16 13s. 4d ) a day thereafter, the full daily fee
being given for every complete period of 24 hours’
absence with a proportionate fee for periods of less than
24 hours. 2. For similar attendance not involving absence
from his headquarters a medical officer may demand or
receive fees in accordance with the scale which he
has fixed for his patients generally. 3 Before accepting
or demanding from a ruling chief or Indians of posi-
tion as referred to in Rule 1 a fee in excess of the
rates laid down in Rules 1 and 2 above, a medical
officer must report the case confidentially to the
local administrative medical officer, who will obtain

unofficially and communicate to him the orders of the
local Government. When taking the orders of Govern-
ment the administrative medical officer will be careful
not to disclose any of the medical particulars of the case.
4. Local Governments and administrations shall have full

power to dispose of all cases so reported to them, but shall
be at liberty to consult the Director-General, Indian Medical
Service, or to refer any particular case for the orders of the
Government of India. 5 Fees for operations and corfine-
ments may be accepted equal in amount to those current in
similar circumstances in the profession in the United King-
dom. The above revised rules are stated to cancel the Home
Department Notification No. 100, dated Feb. 2nd, 1911.

NAVAL MEDICAL SUPPLEMENTAL FUND.

At the quarterly meeting of the Directors of the Naval
Medical Supplemental Fund, held on Jan. 9th, Sir W. Graham
Greene, K.O.B , in the chair, the sum of .f’.45 was distributed
among the several applicants.

Correspondence.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND THE
NATIONAL INSURANCE ACT.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Dr. Lauriston E. Shaw, both in his letter to you and
in sundry other letters to the Times, makes abundantly clear
his personal approval of the National Insurance Act. To him
and to the majority of. the executive of the British Medical
Association this Act appears commendable, and its medical
arrangement, after all, not so bad. From those who are of
that opinion it is not surprising to have the sort of Extenua-
tions and apologies put forward that constantly appear in
their letters and speeches. Dr. Shaw cannot agree with
Sir Alfred Pearce Gould as to the demerits of "contract
practice " ; and looking at his reasons it is not probable
that it would be poesible to prove to him that, never-

theless, Sir Alfred Pearce Gould’s view is correct, and
held by the great majority of the medical practitioners
of the country. The latter are not likely to be con-

verted to Dr. Shaw’s opinion by the kind of reasoning
he seems to delight in : even if they admit that this

principle of payment "-viz., the payment for work
done-is absent from the army, the navy, and even if
Cabinet ministers scout the payment by fee. I might even
add that if Dr. Shaw were to affirm that he himself, if he
had bis choice, would prefer to be paid by contract, it would
not alter their opinion on this point. It may, no doubt, be
said per contra, that I, and others like me, to whom this Act
does not appear commendable, and who regard its medical
proposals as bad as they well could be, on our part
attack the Act in the same unscrupulous manner as

they defend it. I do not think so. Most of us

waited loyally till the Bill became an Act ; till it was

possible to see how far the executive of the Associa-
tion was able to modify or remove what was almost uni-

versally condemned by the whole profession. But now the
Act is an accomplished fact, and it is left to the profession to
say whether it is satisfied with what has been done, and to
decide&mdash;without law breaking-whether it will accept or
reject the medical duties offered to it. It seems to me the

duty of every practitioner to make up his mind which of the
two alternatives he is going to choose. The opponents of
this Act may be pessimistic, but they interpret its provisions
in their ordinary grammatical sense. Above all, they are
not so prone to confound possibalities with probabilities.
No doubt, the loose and slovenly drafting of the
Act might justify illimitable possibilities, and might
grant the profession terms that all might approve of.
Indeed, the Commissioners might make quite another
Act of it. Well, let us wait and see ! This has been
called by some the "policy of doing nothing," the "policy
of running away," &c. Let us rather call it the policy of
"masterly inactivity," waiting to see what our opponents
are going to do. In spite of Dr. J. H. Taylor’s terrible
warning against letting slip the doles ear-marked to us by
the provisions of the Act, even if the present condition of
medical practice in this country were prolonged for a con-
siderable time longer, as a general practitioner of some years’
standing I cannot help thinking that it would be far better to
follow the advice of Sir Alfred Pearce Gould and Sir Clifford
Allbutt, and even of Dr. F. J. Smith, than be led away by
the optimistic and, in my opinion, misleading generalisations
of Dr. Shaw and other favourers of this latest outcome of
modern democracy.-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Jan. 13th, 1912. 
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MAJOR GREENWOOD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-It would almost appear ungracious on my part,

being myself only a guest and not a member of the British
Medical Association, to play the part of critic of the pro-
ceedings of the new organisation-the Reform Committee-
which it was attempted to launch on the medical world at a
meeting held last Tuesday, Jan. 9th, at the Hammersmith
Town-hall, yet I would contend that it is not only right, but
almost a duty, to watch the progress of, and discuss the
effects of, any serious movement by any section of the
medical profession which would vitally affect the fortunes
and interests of us all, both individually and collectively, as
the movement there initiated. I make no apology, therefore,
for expressing my impressions as an outsider of the meeting,
and of what I imagine will be the result. The old motto,
"Audi alteram partem," seemed to form no part of the
programme of the meeting, and the noisy and by no means
pertinent interruptions which greeted expressions of opinion
adverse to the scheme must have disappointed, if not dis-
gusted, many of those who looked on at the proceedings from
a comparatively dispassionate point of view.
Now as to the possible results of this new revolutionary

venture. How is it going to affect the profession ? Is
it going to bring us any nearer to the attainment of the six
cardinal points on which the profession is practically

’ 

united ? It must be remembered there exists a large body
of medical men who have not been, or have ceased from
various causes to be, members of the British Medical

Association. We have been, for the sake of unity, content to
ilet that body assume, as the largest organised body in the
! medical profession, the r&ocirc;le of negotiator or bargainer with
- Mr. Lloyd George in regard to the demands of the profession.
 Such meetings as took place last Tuesday cannot but help
 disillusion us of the wisdom of this step, for the more we hear
. and know of the history of the bargaining that went on, the
; more we feel convinced that those whom in our innocence we
3trusted sold our birthright for the proverbial mess of pottage,
c the more we feel that the reasonable demands of the pro-
f fession were sacrificed on the altar of political expediency I
i It matters little now that the feeling of betrayal is seizing

on the members of the Association, and that they wish to
i turn and rend those who had the direction of the negotia-

ticns-viz., the Council of the Association. What we poor
t practitioners now want, and vainly hoped would be given at
1 the meeting to which we were invited, was a straight lead
t how to connect up the broken strands of the negotiation
s where it was broken by Mr. Lloyd George when he informed
s the Council that most of our reasonable demands could not
s be inserted into the Bill. What we want now is not

MAJOR GREENWOOD,


